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CONSTITUTION 


OF 


EI.  lWiK.lW'£  iMWK&i. 


TOUONTO,    CANADA. 


:'.l 


At  n  Meeting  of  the  f|uiil(ficil  Vol- ri"  of  Sr. 
A<ii'ui;w's  Ciii'iicH,  Toronlo,  Imlil  la  ii.'iil 
Church,  on  'I'liri'iluy,  mh  July,  l!i.«4,  the 
full  jwing  riiMsTii'TiDN  wan  ailii|iti<il  ■ 

1.  Thai  St.  Amirkw'h  C'iiikih  (if  Iho '"ty  of  Torontn, 
and  Ihf  [irupcriy  connciMtd  Ihorpwilli,  liaviiii'  liopn  orif  innlly 
nrocted  and  proi'nrP'l  lor  thr  sr  .if  a  Corn"-i  (;nli'in  ;rr  cuii- 
neclimi  with  ttio  C'lurch  ul  Soollatid,  ahull  be  fxcl' sivpij 
uppropriuted  to  thr  usu  and  honclit  ol  a  ('nnj.'ti'i;ntMiri  and 
rp(;"''"'y  •Jrdttim  d  Ministrr,  in  ('iniiniiinKin  witli  und  niidir 
thn  K' clpsiantical  .Innsdictioii  i,f  Ihi;  Kj'iii)d  at' llie  I'res- 
bytermn  Church  ul  CunaJu.  uh  leiniired  hy  llie  C'liiiri.h  of 
Scotland  afi/rcsaid. 

i.  'J'lmt  the  «old  Chnrrh,  in  so  far  an  rc{rari«  lomporal 
thinffs.  and  idl  properly  thai  now  bcdoiigH  to,  (ir  may  in'rp- 
afler  bo  rrquiroil  hy  KUid  tjontrrcpalion,  itliall  he  placi^d 
undpr  Iho  innnn(;ri)ieiit  'd'  m  r.niinitteif,  to  hi;  callpd  tho 
(/Oininilt(!e  of  Maiiuffors,  finsistmi;  <d'  M:ven  Mipinberk,  and 
tc  be  plupted  in  tho  manner  hercinurtcr  dcacnlicd, 

•S.  That  thf:  prnspnt  TruBtrO-,  iininedialely  altir  thu 
«<lnplion  of  IhiK  (JoiLititutiDn,  sliull  recorrl  in  thoir  houke  the 
niiinlipr  uf  SitlingH  in  each  Pow  t.'!'  tli''  naid  lliuivh,  ricl.T- 
rimed  upon  an  tinilbriii  scain,  and  that  oai-h  SiituiJ  shall 
aflbrd  to  tho  'udder  thert'or,  a  vote  in  the  cl'.'ilivin  nf 
Managore,  provided  that  tin.  name  ol  the  holder  of  mieh 
Silting  or  Sutingn  lio  onlcrod  on  the  t'luirch  Ilnokh  iis  tho 
holder  of  the  samt! :  .'liul  j'n.vidtd  aha,  'I  hat  the  Sitting 
or  Sitlin;;a,  on  which  he  chiinis  a  vote  or  voien,  iiave  been 
thus  entered  in  hirf  name,  and  tield  hy  hini  fur  at  lea- 1  Ino 
ijuarterii  oi'  a  year  prcvions  to  the  day  of  election,  tinil  that 
he  has  paid  the  rates  for  the  sani''  up  '"  'hat  day, — orov.ded 
that  the  qoalihcatioii  tn  vole  at  the  hrst  election  of  Manajfcrs 
shall  be  limited  to  the  payment  of  the  rate  lor  the  current 
quarter:  I'raoided  iitwai/i,  That  no  pews  or  other  property 
be  Noid  oralicnati-J  tro.ii  tho  Chunli,  withoul  .lie  eoncur- 
reiice  of  a  general  meelinfr  of  the  (piaiifi'd  volern;  Nvhicii 
rneetin),',  if  not  an  ordinary  niinoal  one,  shall  be  called 
by  ft  notice  from  the  I'rccentor'j  lesk  hy  diiretion  of  tho 
Manaf^er.H,  on  the  three  piecedini}  Sabbath  day.s  alter  Divine 
Service  in  the  forenoon. 

J.  That  the  election  of  the  first  Committee  of  MHna((er.< 
shall  h(  held  on  tho  third  Tuesday  of  .luly  instant,  the  tun. 
and  place  of  meeting  bpins;  intimated  from  the  ('recentor'^i 
desk,  by  dire<:tion  of  the  TrusioeB  on  the  Sahhuih  pte.iun.s. 
and  that  the  election  fhall  be  proceeded  in  alter  the  loilo"  - 
in^  manner,  vn  : — The  ineetin(j'  shall  he  eonsliiutod  hy  the 
I'rtrident  of  the  'I'nislees,  in  tho  case  of  the  limt  elcclion, 
and  the  Precidenl  ot  the  Ooininittee  of  MaiKit.'er.<  afiernavds, 
lakinf.'  the  Chair.  The  Sei  retary  to  the  Truittees  or  Man- 
agers, who  shall  act  as  Secretitry  at  tho  eloctiim.  ahall  read 
over  a  roll,  previously  prepureil  hy  him,  under  iho  direction 
of  the  Trustees  or  Mnnag-ers  as  aforesaid  ol'  .such  per.^ena 
as  are  entitled  to  vote  according  to  article  third,  with  the 
nutnbor  of  Kittini;s  held  by  pacli— «ll  objeiMions  or  disputes 
that  may  anso  respe<^ting  said  roll  to  he  summarily  decided 
hy  a  reference  to  the  'IVeasurer's  Books.  The  roll  of  elec- 
tors having  thus  hccn  made  up,  and  tellers  also  appointed 
by  the  meetiiiu,  each  voter  shall  write  the  name?  of  seven 
porwins  on  a  slip  of  paper,  '.vhich  shall  be  deposited  by  him 
in  a  bullot-box,  to  be  put  in  the  ha:.da  of  the  tellers  who 
make  up  a  list  of  the  persons  voted  for,  with  the  number  of 
yotes  for  each,  and  the  seven  individuals  having  the  groatest 
niiinber  of  votes,  shall  bo  considered  duly  elected ;  Provided, 
that  if  any  of  those  decline  the  office,  tho  next  upon  thu 
teller's  list  shall  be  substituted  till  the  number  of  the  Com- 
mittee ol  Managors  is  made  up.  Any  vacancy  that  may 
occur  m  the  (inmmittee,  before  the  next  annual  election,  to  be 
filled  up  in  like  manner  from  the  lelier'H  list  hy  the  remaining 
Managers  I'roviiied  aim.  That  no  person  (except  at  the 
first  clecuor.)  be  considered  irlipible  to  the  office  of  Manager, 
if  he  has  not  held  three  or  more  Sittings  in  the  Church,  for 
the  twidvo  months  immediately  preceding,  and  naid  np  his 
rate  for  ihu  same. 

'j.  That  three  of  tliese  soven  Managers,  that  is,  the  three 
first  on  the  list  of  those  elected,  shall  retire  from  otfii  e  in 
auccession  every  year,  namely :  <m  the  third  Tuesday  of 
July,  on  which  day ,  or  on  any  convenient  day,  wilhm  three 
weeks  tlrorea'"ter,  their  successors  shall  be  chosen  in  the 
manner  denfrib^  in  article  fourth — and  by  the  electors 
qu»lifie<J  according  to  article  third  ;  Protided  alwayt,  That 
the  rptitieg  Managers  sbt&ll  hold  their  office  until  their 


sucepssurt  ho  appointed,  anil  tliat  ihey  inny  tie  re  ci';eie.i  «» 
often  ns  the  electors  shall  see  ht  •  I'rnnied  iiIki.  Thai  at 
said  annual  meeting,  t  i-hall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  .MarmgiTS 
to  sulimil  their  »  hide  Honks  and  .Accounts  to  a  comiiiutoe 
of  the  elector:.-,  x)\^  shoil  examine  and  refjurt  tl.i  stnti' of 
the  same  to  tne  soul  niee'ing, — it  being  uuderstoud.  that  if 
at  any  hiich  election  i  r  annual  ineelmg,  them  >!|inll  bo  f.  wer 
than  a  inijority  of  tl  t  iv hole  electors  presi.nt.  their  power 
shall  revirt  t  >  those  that  do  attend — unless  wherein  other 
uiso  provided. 

II.  'I'leil  the  njjiit  of  electing  the  Mirii'ter,  shall  ho  vested 
m  tho  electors  (juolihed  according  to  iitlicle  fourth — and 
tho'  if  iiiori!  than  two  cand.ilati's  ftiall  be  proposed  for  thu 
pastoral  otllce.  the  nimc  of  that  candidate  who  shall  receive 
the  lowest  vote<,  shall  first  be  •<trufl;  otT  I'li'  mli — and  this 
mode  ptubued  until  only  two  candidate.;  reinaiii^*'i(l  that 
whieliev>,r  of  theso  two  shall  receive  the  iiin|iirily  of  votes, 
he  shttU  he  con^idered  duly  elected,  and  inlmuuion  of  the 
election  made  to  the  Presbytery,  according  to  Iho  laws  of 
the  Church. 

7.  'I'hat  the  (."ommiltpo  of  Managers  aforesiod.  ami  their 
succi'ssors  in  otVue.  shall  have  power  to  fix  the  Scat  Hents, 
to  jieU,  let  ur  lease,  or  otheiwise  disposa  of  the  ['ewh,  or  any 
other  protierty  belonging  to  the  Church,  for  the  benefit  ol 
the  same,  under  the  conditions  specitied  in  this  Constitution, 
or  sii'li  other  conditions  in  agreement  therewith,  as  may 
hereafter  be  .iiadn — unit  that  the  said  Managers  ^hall  have 
1  ovvr  ilso  t)  appi)  the  monies  raispil  from  l'i.\.-  Ften's,  or 
any  other  imnies  arising  from  tho  property  of  the  Church, 
for  the  niaintenancc  of  Divine  Worship. 

B.  Tor  the  liipiidation  of  nil  debts  with  which  the  l^hiirch 
IS  now  burdened,  or  which  may  hereafter  he  contracted,  for 
the  neceosary  iinprovemciit  and  repair  of  the  premises  the 
Committen  of  Management  shall  hold  the  property  respon- 
.»:|ble.  and  shall  have  powirr  to  apply  for  their  lii)uidatiun  such 
portion-  of  tho  surplus  revenues  as  may  remain  after  the 
inainteuaiice  of  Divno  Worship  is  duly  provided  for. 

t*.  That  the  ordinary  Sabbath  Day  Collections  shall  go 
to  the  (ienerul  Church  Tund.  and  be  appropriated  for  the 
incidental  expenses  of  the  (hurch — such  as  Communion 
elements.  Ministers  assessment  for  Presbytery  and  Synod 
Kiindt! — travelling  expenses  to  and  Ircm  Presbyteries.  Synod 
and  Sacrament,  Precentor's  and  Hendlo's  salarioi- — and 
other  necessary  purposes — but  that  the  Session  may  appoint 
special  colleetion.a  I'or  public  and  christian  objects,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  seem  to  require. 

111.  That  the  Minister's  stipend  shall  he  guaranteed  by 
the  Committee  o\  Managers  from  the  revenues  of  the  ('hu.-ch, 
and  shall  he  payable  bv  their  Treasurer  to  the  Minister.  In 
two  equal  portions,  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  the  first 
day  of  July,  every  year— <iiid  that  they  shall  ha\e  power  to 
augment  or  diminish  the  Minister's  atqierd,  according  to 
the  moans  at  their  disposal,  and  when  they  deem  such  aug 
mentation  or  diniiniitioii  fit  and  necessary. 

11.  That  the  majority  of  the  electors  (lualified  in  article 
three,  shall  have  power  to  make  any  .ilteration  or  amend 
Dient  on  any  of  the  foregoing  rogulations,  with  the  exception 
of  the  lirst  clause,  but  the  motion  for  such  alteration  or 
amendment  must  lie  over  for  one  year. 

H.  That  in  the  event  of  any  doobt  or  dispute  arising  in 
the  adminibtralion  of  the  affairs  of  the  Church  under  this 
Constitution,  which  cannot  bo  amicably  arranged,  the  party 
or  parlies  interested  shall  have  the  right  of  compiaint  or 
appeal  to  the  Presbytery,  and  from  that  to  the  liighest  judi- 
catories of  the  Church,  who  shall  have  power  to  decide  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  or  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  Church  in  all  matters  not  herein  provided  for. 

l.S.  That  if  at  any  future  period,  any  dissatisfaction  shall 
arise  in  the  (^Jongiegation  with  tho  Pastor  thereof,  and  this 
dissatisfaction  shall  proceed  so  far  as  to  threuton  to  destroy 
his  usefulness,  and  the  peace  and  inlcgrily  of  the  (Church — 
that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  call  a  meeting  of 
tho  electors — and  provided,  at  »aid  meeting,  n  majority  of 
the  whole  electors  present,  shall  concur  in  thi«  view  of  thi- 
state  of  the  Church,  a  petition  shall  bo  prepared  ti;  be  laid 
before  the  Presbytery,  praying  that  they  will  he  pleased  to 
hold  a  visitation  of  the  Church,  to  enquire  into  the  eiicum- 
stancea  thereof,  and  to  tAke  such  measures  for  tho  removal 
of  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction  as  to  thein  may  appear  best, 
in  conformitv  with  the  laws  of  the  Church  tit  such  cases. 


